
As you peruse the following examples of North Carolina General Statute (NCGS) penalties for crimes, please keep in 

mind that vote fraud under NC law is a Class I Felony.  Before you get too excited, that’s not a “one” as in “class one 

felony.” It’s an “eye” felony, as in the lowest class of felony in NCGS…any lower and it’s a misdemeanor!” 

So, we start with the law on election fraud and then invite you to scroll down the page to see some of the serious and 

not-so serious crimes that are punished more severely than stealing votes, conspiracy to steal votes (a Class 1 

Misdemeanor) or even soliciting somebody else to steal votes (a Class 2 Misdemeanor). 

§ 163-226.3.  Certain acts declared felonies. 
(a)        Any person who shall, in connection with absentee voting in any election held in this 

State, do any of the acts or things declared in this section to be unlawful, shall be guilty of a Class I 

felony. It shall be unlawful: 

(1)        For any person except the voter's near relative or the voter's verifiable legal guardian 

to assist the voter to vote an absentee ballot when the voter is voting an absentee 

ballot other than under the procedure described in G.S. 163-227.2; provided that if 

there is not a near relative or legal guardian available to assist the voter, the voter 

may request some other person to give assistance; 

(2)        For any person to assist a voter to vote an absentee ballot under the absentee voting 

procedure authorized by G.S. 163-227.2 except as provided in that section; 

(3)        For a voter who votes an absentee ballot under the procedures authorized by G.S. 

163-227.2 to vote that voter's absentee ballot outside of the voting booth or private 

room provided to the voter for that purpose in or adjacent to the office of the county 

board of elections or at the additional site provided by G.S. 163-227.2(f1), or to 

receive assistance except as provided in G.S. 163-227.2; 

(4)        For any owner, manager, director, employee, or other person, other than the voter's 

near relative or verifiable legal guardian, to (i) make a written request pursuant to 

G.S. 163-230.1 or (ii) sign an application or certificate as a witness, on behalf of a 

registered voter, who is a patient in any hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home 

in this State or for any owner, manager, director, employee, or other person other 

than the voter's near relative or verifiable legal guardian, to mark the voter's absentee 

ballot or assist such a voter in marking an absentee ballot. This subdivision does not 

apply to members, employees, or volunteers of the county board of elections, if those 

members, employees, or volunteers are working as part of a multipartisan team 

trained and authorized by the county board of elections to assist voters with absentee 

ballots. Each county board of elections shall train and authorize such teams, pursuant 

to procedures which shall be adopted by the State Board of Elections. If neither the 

voter's near relative nor a verifiable legal guardian is available to assist the voter, 

and a multipartisan team is not available to assist the voter within seven calendar 

days of a telephonic request to the county board of elections, the voter may obtain 

such assistance from any person other than (i) an owner, manager, director, 

employee of the hospital, clinic, nursing home, or rest home in which the voter is a 

patient or resident; (ii) an individual who holds any elective office under the United 

States, this State, or any political subdivision of this State; (iii) an individual who is 

a candidate for nomination or election to such office; or (iv) an individual who holds 

any office in a State, congressional district, county, or precinct political party or 

organization, or who is a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or 

political party; provided that a delegate to a convention shall not be considered a 



party office. None of the persons listed in (i) through (iv) of this subdivision may 

sign the application or certificate as a witness for the patient. 

(5)        Repealed by Session Laws 1987, c. 583, s. 8. 

(6)        For any person to take into that person's possession for delivery to a voter or for 

return to a county board of elections the absentee ballot of any voter, provided, 

however, that this prohibition shall not apply to a voter's near relative or the voter's 

verifiable legal guardian; 

(7)        Except as provided in subsections (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this section, G.S. 163-

231(a), and G.S. 163-227.2(e), for any voter to permit another person to assist the 

voter in marking that voter's absentee ballot, to be in the voter's presence when a 

voter votes an absentee ballot, or to observe the voter mark that voter's absentee 

ballot. 

(b)        The State Board of Elections or a county board of elections, upon receipt of a sworn 

affidavit from any qualified voter of the State or the county, as the case may be, attesting to first-

person knowledge of any violation of subsection (a) of this section, shall transmit that affidavit to the 

appropriate district attorney, who shall investigate and prosecute any person violating subsection (a). 
 

Now…the rest of the story…. 

NORTH CAROLINA STATUTES CHAPTER 14 

FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS 

A Class 1 misdemeanor    - include possession of drug paraphernalia, larceny, possession of stolen goods, damaging 

real or personal property, communicating threats, and prostitution. 

§ 14-130.  Trespass on public lands. 

If any person shall erect a building on any state-owned lands, or cultivate or remove timber from any such lands, without the 

permission of the State, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.  Moreover, the State can recover from any person cutting timber 

on its land three times the value of the timber which is cut. (1823, c. 1190, P.R.; 1842, c. 36, s. 4; R.C., c. 34, s. 42; Code, s. 1121; Rev., 

s. 3746; 1909, c. 891; C.S., s. 4302; 1979, c. 15; 1993, c. 539, s. 70; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

 

 

It is illegal for anyone under age 18 to buy, to attempt to buy, to receive or to use a false or misleading proof of age 

identification to buy tobacco products. If convicted, the minor is guilty of a Class 2 Misdemeanor. 

§ 14-72.4.  Unauthorized taking or sale of labeled dairy milk cases or milk crates bearing the name or label of owner. 

(a)        A person is guilty of the unauthorized taking or sale of a dairy milk case or milk crate on or after January 1, 1990, if he: 

(1)        Takes, buys, sells or disposes of any dairy milk case or milk crate, bearing the name or label of the owner, without 

the express or implied consent of the owner or his designated agent; or 

(2)        Refuses upon demand of the owner or his designated agent to return to the owner or his designated agent any dairy 

milk case or milk crate, bearing the name or label of the owner; or 

(3)        Defaces, obliterates, erases, covers up, or otherwise removes or conceals any name, label, registered trademark, 

insignia, or other business identification of an owner of a dairy milk case or milk crate, for the purpose of 

destroying or removing from the milk case or milk crate evidence of its ownership. 

(b)        For purposes of this section dairy milk cases or milk crates shall be deemed to bear a name or label of an owner when there 

is imprinted or attached on the case or crate a name, insignia, mark, business identification or label showing ownership or sufficient 

information to ascertain ownership.  For purposes of this section, the term "dairy case" shall be defined as a wire or plastic container 

which holds 16 quarts or more of beverage and is used by distributors or retailers, or their agents, as a means to transport, store, or carry 

dairy products. 



(c)        A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. 

(d)       Nothing in this section shall preclude the prosecution of any misdemeanor or felony offense that is applicable under any 

other statute or common law. (1989, c. 303; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 14, s. 3.2.) 

 

§ 14-79.2.  Waste kitchen grease; unlawful acts and penalties. 

(a)        It shall be unlawful for any person to do any of the following: 

(1)        Take and carry away, or aid in taking or carrying away, any waste kitchen grease container or the waste kitchen 

grease contained therein, which container bears a notice that unauthorized removal is prohibited without written 

consent of the owner of the container. 

(2)        Intentionally contaminate or purposely damage any waste kitchen grease container or grease therein. 

(3)        Place a label on a waste kitchen grease container knowing that it is owned by another person in order to claim 

ownership of the container. 

(b)        Any person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall be penalized as follows: 

(1)        If the value of the waste kitchen grease container, or the container and the waste kitchen grease contained therein, 

is one thousand dollars ($1,000) or less, it shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

(2)        If the value of the waste kitchen grease container, or the container and the waste kitchen grease contained therein, 

is more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), it shall be a Class H felony. 

(c)        A container in which waste kitchen grease is deposited that bears a name on the container shall be presumed to be owned 

by that person named on the container. 

(d)       As used in this section, "waste kitchen grease" has the same meaning as in G.S. 106-168.1.  (2012-127, s. 6.) 

 

 

Class 3 Misdemeanor  

include simple possession of marijuana, concealing goods in a store, and city code violations 

§ 14-72.3.  Removal of shopping cart from shopping premises. 

(a)        As used in this section: 

(1)        "Shopping cart" means the type of push cart commonly provided by grocery stores, drugstores, and other retail 

stores for customers to transport commodities within the store and from the store to their motor vehicles outside 

the store. 

(2)        "Premises" includes the motor vehicle parking area set aside for customers of the store. 

(b)        It is unlawful for any person to remove a shopping cart from the premises of a store without the consent, given at the time 

of the removal, of the store owner, manager, agent or employee. 

(c)        Violation of this section is a Class 3 misdemeanor. (1983, c. 705, s. 1; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 14, s. 3.1.) 

 

§ 14-309.14.  Beach bingo. 

Nothing in this Article shall apply to "beach bingo" games except for the following subdivisions: 

(1)        No beach bingo game may offer a prize having a value greater than ten dollars ($10.00).  Any person offering a 

greater than ten-dollar ($10.00) but less than fifty-dollar ($50.00) prize is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.  Any 

person offering a prize of fifty dollars ($50.00) or greater is guilty of a Class I felony. 

(2)        No beach bingo game may be held in conjunction with any other lawful bingo game, with any "promotional bingo 

game", or with any offering of an opportunity to obtain anything of value, whether for valuable consideration or 

not.  No beach bingo game may offer free bingo games as a promotion, for prizes or otherwise.  Any person who 

violates this subsection is guilty of a Class I felony. 

(3)        G.S. 18B-308 shall apply to beach bingo games. 

(4)        Upon conviction under any provision of this section, such person shall not conduct a bingo game for a period of at 

least one year. (1983, c. 896, s. 3; 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1107, s. 10; 1987, c. 701; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), 

c. 826, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, ss. 214, 1232; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

 

§ 14-400.  Tattooing; body piercing prohibited. 

(a)        It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to tattoo the arm, limb, or any part of the body of any other person under 18 

years of age. Anyone violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. 

(b)        It shall be unlawful for any person to pierce any part of the body other than ears of another person under the age of 18 for 

the purpose of allowing the insertion of earrings, jewelry, or similar objects into the body, unless the prior consent of a custodial parent 



or guardian is obtained. Anyone violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. (1937, c. 112, ss. 1, 2; 1969, 

c. 1224, s. 8; 1971, c. 1231, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 269; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1998-230, s. 9.) 

 

 
§ 14-460.  Riding on train unlawfully. 

If any person, with the intention of being transported free in violation of law, rides or attempts to ride on top of any car, coach, 

engine, or tender, on any railroad in this State, or on the drawheads between cars, or under cars, on truss rods, or trucks, or in any freight 

car, or on a platform of any baggage car, express car, or mail car on any train, he shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. (1998-128, 

s. 12.) 

 

§ 14-117.2.  Gasoline price advertisements. 

(a)        Advertisements by any person or firm of the price of any grade of motor fuel must clearly so indicate if such price is 

dependent upon purchaser himself drawing or pumping the fuel. 

(b)        Any person or firm violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. (1971, c. 324, ss. 1, 2; 

1993, c. 539, s. 60; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

 

 

Class F felony 

Class F Felonies constitute patient neglect or patient abuse that results in the bodily harm of a patient, 

incest towards a minor, driving under the influence, and rebellion against the state. These offenses are 
sentenced in court according to their severity. 

According to the state of North Carolina, Class F felonies include: kidnapping children, involuntary 

manslaughter, human trafficking of adults, rebellion against the state etc. 

§ 14-284.2.  Dumping of toxic substances. 

(a)        It shall be unlawful to deposit, place, dump, discharge, spill, release, burn, incinerate, or otherwise dispose of any toxic 

substances as defined in this section or radioactive material as defined in G.S. 104E-5 into the atmosphere, in the waters, or on land, 

except where such disposal is conducted pursuant to federal or State law, regulation, or permit.  Any person who willfully violates the 

provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class F felony.  The fine authorized by G.S. 14-1.1(a)(8) for a conviction under this section 

may include a fine of up to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) per day of violation. 

(b)        Within the meaning of this section, toxic substances are defined as the following heavy metals and halogenated hydrocarbons: 

(1)        Heavy metals: mercury, plutonium, selenium, thallium and uranium; 

(2)        Halogenated hydrocarbons: polychlorinated biphenyls, kepone. 

(c)        Within the meaning of this section, the phrase "law, regulation or permit" includes controls over equipment or machinery 

that emits substances into the atmosphere, in waters, or on land (such as federal or State controls over motor vehicle emissions) and 

controls over sources of substances that are publicly consumed (such as drinking water standards), as well as controls over substances 

directly released into the atmosphere, in waters, or on land (such as pesticide controls and water pollution controls). 

(d)       Within the meaning of this section the term "person" includes any individual, firm, partnership, limited partnership, 

corporation or association. (1979, c. 981, s. 2; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 17; 1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1224; 1994, 

Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

All three categories are punishable on a case-by-case basis 

 

Class G Felony 

Class G Felonies include theft, the soliciting of a minor through the computer for illegal sexual acts, and 

felony driving 



§ 14-49. Malicious use of explosive or incendiary; punishment. (a) Any person who willfully and maliciously injures 

another by the use of any explosive or incendiary device or material is guilty of a Class D felony. (b) Any person who 

willfully and maliciously damages any real or personal property of any kind or nature belonging to another by the use of 

any explosive or incendiary device or material is guilty of a Class G felony. 

§ 14-54.1. Breaking or entering a building that is a place of religious worship. (a) Any person who wrongfully breaks or 

enters any building that is a place of religious worship with intent to commit any felony or larceny therein is guilty of a 

Class G felony 

§ 14-113.20A. Trafficking in stolen identities. (a) It is unlawful for a person to sell, transfer, or purchase the identifying 

information of another person with the intent to commit identity theft, or to assist another person in committing 

identity theft, as set forth in G.S. 14-113.20. (b) A violation of this section is a felony punishable as provided in G.S. 14-

113.22(a1). (2002-175, s. 5; 2005-414, s. 7(2).) 

§ 14-113.22. Punishment and liability. (a) A violation of G.S.14-113.20(a) is punishable as a Class G felony, except it is 

punishable as a Class F felony if: (i) the victim suffers arrest, detention, or conviction as a proximate result of the 

offense, or (ii) the person is in possession of the identifying information pertaining to three or more separate persons. 

§ 14-454. Accessing computers. (a) It is unlawful to willfully, directly or indirectly, access or cause to be accessed any 

computer, computer program, computer system, computer network, or any part thereof, for the purpose of: (1) 

Devising or executing any scheme or artifice to defraud, unless the object of the scheme or artifice is to obtain 

educational testing material, a false educational testing score, or a false academic or vocational grade, or (2) Obtaining 

property or services other than educational testing material, a false educational testing score, or a false academic or 

vocational grade for a person, by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, representations or promises. A violation of this 

subsection is a Class G felony if the fraudulent scheme or artifice results in damage of more than one thousand dollars 

($1,000), or if the property or services obtained are worth more than one thousand dollars ($1,000). Any other violation 

of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

 

Class H felony 

It could be any of the following class H's H G.S. 14-3(b) Unclassified misdemeanor which is infamous, done in secrecy and 

malice, or with deceit and intent to defraud. H G.S. 14-7.20 Continuing criminal enterprise. H G.S. 14-11 Activities aimed 

at overthrow of government; 

Class H Felonies include possessing stolen property, sexual exploitation in the third degree, employee 

larceny under one hundred thousand dollars, and continued criminal enterprise 

§ 14-69.2. Perpetrating hoax by use of false bomb or other device. (a) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, 
any person who, with intent to perpetrate a hoax, conceals, places, or displays any device, machine, 
instrument or artifact, so as to cause any person reasonably to believe the same to be a bomb or other device 
capable of causing injury to persons or property is guilty of a Class H felony. 

§ 14-79.  Larceny of ginseng. 

If any person shall take and carry away, or shall aid in taking or carrying away, any ginseng growing upon the lands of another 

person, with intent to steal the same, he shall be punished as a Class H felon. (1905, c. 211; Rev., s. 3502; C.S., s. 4258; 1979, c. 760, s. 

5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1169; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1999-107, s. 1.) 

 

§ 14-79.1.  Larceny of pine needles or pine straw. 

If any person shall take and carry away, or shall aid in taking or carrying away, any pine needles or pine straw being produced on 

the land of another person upon which land notices, signs, or posters prohibiting the raking or removal of pine needles or pine straw 

have been placed in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 14-159.7, or upon which posted notices have been placed in accordance with 



the provisions of G.S. 14-159.7, with the intent to steal the pine needles or pine straw, that person shall be guilty of a Class H felony. 

(1997-443, s. 19.25(aa).) 

 

 

§ 14-112.2. Exploitation of an older adult or disabled adult. (a) The following definitions apply in this section:  

(1) Disabled adult. - A person 18 years of age or older or a lawfully emancipated minor who is present in the State of 

North Carolina and who is physically or mentally incapacitated as defined in G.S. 108A-101(d).  

(2) Older adult. - A person 65 years of age or older.  

(b) It is unlawful for a person: (i) who stands in a position of trust and confidence with an older adult or disabled adult, 

or (ii) who has a business relationship with an older adult or disabled adult to knowingly, by deception or intimidation, 

obtain or use, or endeavor to obtain or use, an older adult's or disabled adult's funds, assets, or property with the intent 

to temporarily or permanently deprive the older adult or disabled adult of the use, benefit, or possession of the funds, 

assets, or property, or to benefit someone other than the older adult or disabled adult.  

(c) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly, by deception or intimidation, obtain or use, endeavor to obtain or use, or 

conspire with another to obtain or use an older adult's or disabled adult's funds, assets, or property with the intent to 

temporarily or permanently deprive the older adult or disabled adult of the use, benefit, or possession of the funds, 

assets, or property, or benefit someone other than the older adult or disabled adult. This subsection shall not apply to a 

person acting within the scope of that person's lawful authority as the agent for the older adult or disabled adult.  

(d) A violation of subsection (b) of this section is punishable as follows:  

(3) If the funds, assets, or property involved in the exploitation of the older adult or disabled adult is valued at less than 

twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), then the offense is a Class H felony. 

§ 14-205.1. Solicitation of prostitution. Except as otherwise provided in this section, any person who solicits another for 

the purpose of prostitution is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor for a first offense and a Class H felony for a second or 

subsequent offense. Any person 18 years of age or older who willfully solicits a minor for the purpose of prostitution is 

guilty of a Class G felony. Any person who willfully solicits a person who is severely or profoundly mentally disabled for 

the purpose of prostitution is guilty of a Class E felony. P 

§ 14-129.3.  Felony taking of Venus flytrap. 
(a)        Any person, firm, or corporation who digs up, pulls up, takes, or carries away, or aids in taking or carrying away, any Venus 

flytrap (Dionaea muscipula) plant or the seed of any Venus flytrap plant growing upon the lands of another person, or from the public 
domain, with the intent to steal the Venus flytrap plant or seed is guilty of a Class H felony. 

(b)        This section shall not apply to any person, firm, or corporation that has a permit to dig up, pull up, take, or carry away the 
plant or seed, signed by the owner of the land, or the owner's duly authorized agent. At the time of the digging, pulling, taking, or 
carrying away, the permit shall be in the possession of the person, firm, or corporation on the land.  (2014-120, s. 52(a).) 

 

Class I Felony 

There are actually many different Class I felonies. Felonies are categorized by severity, Class A being the most serious 

and Class I being the least serious. 

Class I Felonies are the final category of felonies in North Carolina and include peeping into a private 

facility through the means of electronic equipment and the poisoning of livestock 



§ 14-81.  Larceny of horses, mules, swine, cattle, or dogs. 

(a)        Larceny of horses, mules, swine, or cattle is a Class H felony. 

(a1)      Larceny of a dog is a Class I felony. 

(b)        In sentencing a person convicted of violating this section, the judge shall, as a minimum punishment, place a person on 

probation subject to the following conditions: 

(1)        A person must make restitution for the damage or loss caused by the larceny of the livestock or dogs, and 

(2)        A person must pay a fine of not less than the amount of the damages or loss caused by the larceny of the livestock 

or dogs. 

(c)        No provision in this section shall limit the authority of the judge to sentence the person convicted of violating this section 

to an active sentence. (1866-7, c. 62; 1868, c. 37, s. 1; 1879, c. 234, s. 2; Code, s. 1066; Rev., s. 3505; 1917, c. 162, s. 2; C.S., s. 4260; 

1965, c. 621, s. 6; 1981, c. 664, s. 2; 1989, c. 773, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, s. 1171; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)   


