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Equalize Voting Rights

Problem: Since 1971, the courts have condoned college students voting from their temporary school residence, simply by
having student state that he/she “intends” to reside in that town after graduation; but the vast majority of this unique
voting class lives in college dormitories, never changes their driver license address and regularly retreat to their home of
record during vacations and upon graduation. Their voting in the college localities without consequences is disruptive to
that locality and has been known to flip local elections. No other voter in America can change jurisdictions like this.

Key Feature: Voter registration becomes the definitive act that triggers a series of government actions and it culminates
in all voters paying any applicable taxes from the residence listed on their voter registration form.

Talking Points: Critics will call this “an attempt to suppress” the college student vote, but this argument falls on its face
for a number of reasons. Here are a few:

1. This measure will insure that college students have voting rights that are equal to those serving in the military.

2. Current law grants students a special voting right that is superior to any other class of American voters.

3. Students are the only class of “sojourners” granted the privilege of voting from a temporary residence. All others
(teachers, vacationers, dual-residence retirees, business owners, military, etc.) have no choice in the matter.

4. This bill keeps in place the students’ option to vote from either their college address or their “home of record,” but
with the same tax consequences that apply to all other voters in America, including their military peers.

5. This measure will discourage people from voting from a jurisdiction in which they don’t really intend to reside by
enabling local governments to collect revenue from anybody voting in their community.

6. Election law prosecutes people who vote from a place other than their true domicile, meaning “the place they
retreat to when not working,” but the courts have quietly allowed students to choose whether to vote EITHER
from their home of record OR from their temporary address at school. This law will close that loophole.

7. NCGS 8§ 163-57 (7) specifically denies the residency option for “teachers” who have no long-term intention of
remaining in their school’s district, by mandating that, “for purposes of registration and voting [teachers] shall be
considered residents of the . . . election district in which their parents or other relatives reside.”

8. Enacting this law will apply the same “teacher rule” to the students, but with one escape option: If they really do
intend to reside in their college town after graduation, then they will be treated as adults and will pay any taxes to
that jurisdiction and their parents/guardians will no longer claim them as dependents for state tax purposes.

Potential amendments (with recommendation):

1. Allow “federal-only” ballots for students refusing to request an absentee ballot but still want to vote at college with no
effect on residency. (Oppose. Any special status to college students should raise Equal Protection questions).

2. Require a fund set aside to publicize this change in election law. (Support. Fund it with the political check-off block on
the state tax form.)

3. Require counties to include a notification letter with the voter registration card, that explains their change in residency
while also providing an easy way for students who meant to vote via absentee ballot from their home of record. (Support)
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