NORTH CAROLINA
BLADEN COUNTY

BLADEN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Physico! Address
301 S Cypress St
Elizabethtown NC 28337

PHONE: 910-862-6951

Bladen.boe@ncsbe.gov

Mailing Address
PO Box 512
Elizabethtown NC 28337

FAX: 910-862-7820

Greetings:

Your official ballot and ballot-return envelope for the 11/6/2018 election
are enclosed. To ensure that your absentee ballot will be counted, you and
your absentee witness(es) should read these instructions carefully before
marking and submitting your ballot.

ELECTION DAY

11/6/2018 i

N PERSON BALLOT RETURN DEADLINE

(postmarked by 11/6/2018)

(delivered by voter/near relative/guardian) Hire s L
MAIL BALLOT RETURN DEADLINE 11/9/2018 ’
$0.50 &

RETURN POSTAGE

GET WITNESSES ~ You must vote your ballot in the presence of witnesses.

you mark your ballot. Your witnesses do not need to see how ycu vote; instead, they are witnessing that you are voting on your own

o You may either use two persons who are at least 18 years of age, or you may use one witness, if the person is a notary public, to witness

accord. The following persons may not be your absentee witness:

/ 163A-1317(c))

a patient or resident. (G.S. § 163A-1298(a)(4))

e  For voters who are patients or residents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care home:
1. Anowner, manager, director, or employee, of a hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home_in which you are

2. A person who holds any federal, state, or local elective office. (G.S. § 163A-1298(a)(4))
3. A person who holds office in a state, congressional district, county or precinct political party or organization,

/ For all voters: A person who is a candidate for nomination or election to any federal, state, or local elective office in the
/ primary or election in which you are voting absentee (unless the candidate is your near relative or legal guardian.) (G.S. §

\ or who is a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or political party. (G.S. § 163A-1298(a)(4))

e MARK-BALLOT - Vote the ballot.

In the presence of your witness(es), vote (mark) your ballot or cause it to be marked according to your instruction by a persan who is
qualified to assist you. The witnesses must respect the secrecy of the ballot and the privacy of the absentee voter at all times. Again,
your witness(es) should observe that you marked the ballot {or caused it to be marked), not how you voted.

Ne PLACE MARKED BALLOT IN ENVELOPE — Seal the ballot in the envelope.

In the presence of your witness(es), place your voted ballot in the enclosed ballot-return envelope and then seal the envelope
securely. Do not place any other document or another person’s ballot in the envelope.

VOTER’S CERTIFICATION — Sign the

in the presence of your witness(es),
sign and date the Voter’s
Certification on the back of the
ballot-return envelope.

to vote in this election ¢

Voter's Certification (Required)

liot-r : . : .

0 Sefotretien wivciape | am applying for. an absentee ballot « | am a dui%' ualified voter, regis-

tered as an affiliate of the 3 dica on this application

« All information represented on this application is correct = | am entitled

tion « If | am an Unaffihated voter voting in a pnmary

election, | am.voting in the party pnmary indicated on the attached
label « If the party indicated is (UNA), | am voting a honpartisan ballot.

| further certify that | marked the en
{ me according to my instructions) iny

two (2) witnesses who ar;
disqualified by law to wd

witnesses must co%

D a notary public (the notary must complete Option 2 of the Winesses’
Cenification)

olitical party indica

resence of:
t 18 years of age and

i

X JolwvDoe * & 9/5/18

allot (or it was marked forf§f

the casting of my absentee ballot (the
Option 1 of the Withesses’ Cestification)

vho are not

Signature of Voter (Reguired)

Datz

Name Carrectio

n (if applicable}

SBOE 09.2018




assistance provided to you
onfirmed.

If, due to a disability, you required a
person to help you mark your baliot,
or if, due to a disability, you need
someone other than you or a near
relative/legal guardian to mail your
ballot, he or she must complete and
sign the Voter Assistant Certification
section that is on the back of the
ballot-return envelope.

Voter Assistant Certification (if
| certify that: « The voter requeste

Voter by marking the ballot onl S
and/or I'assisted the Voter |n'u@4
Certificate « | assisted the

ssistance « 1 assisted the
ing to the Voter’s instruction;
the Absentee Application and

nly in the Voter's presence « | am
ble 1

the Voter's near relativ able legal ?uardian, or | am providing
assistance because a lative or legal guardian is unavailable to
assist the Voter.
Jane Smith 123 Some St., Raleigh, NC 27603
Name of Assistant Address of Assistant
X Jane Smith 9/5/2018
Signature of Assistant Date
— T

WITNESS SIGNATURE(S) — Have your
ballot-return envelope signed by
your witnesses.

Did you use two witnesses?
(Option 1)
If you used two witnesses, both
witnesses must complete Option 1 of
the Witnesses’ Certification section
on the back of the ballot return
envelope.

OR

Did you use a not&ry—public asa
witness?
(Option 2)

If you used a notary public as a
witness, the notary must complete
and sign the Notary Public as
Witness section {Option 2) on the
back of the ballot return envelope.
Remember, the notary must witness
you marking your ballot and signing
the back of the ballot return
envelope.

A notary public may not charge a fee
for witnessing and affixing a notarial
seal to an absentee ballot application
or certificate. (G.S. 108-30(d))

Option 1! Two (2) Witnesses
{Required Unless a Notary Public is the Witness)

| certify that. « | am al least 18 years old - | am not disgualified from witnessing the ballot as
¢escrived in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope » The Voter marked the enclosed bailot in
my presence, or caused it 10 be marked in the Voter's presence according o his/her instruction «
The Voter signed this Aasentee Application and Certificate, or caused it t0 be signed « |

respecied
nmsmec%/_oumum_ammmmm. uniess | assisted the Voter at hisher request
§ [complete Voter Assistant Certification seclion).

Viitness 31 Viitness §2

Tarotos [Requres) Sigrate (Recured)

Sves: Address [Reguirad)

Cry. State and Tip (Requred) Crry, Sute and Tp (Required

|
{ Sreet Adcress (Requres)

Date Date
=
Option 2: Notary Public as Witness
{Required Unless Two Withesses Provided)
i certify that: on the day of , 20 . the Voter.

.» appeared before me, was positively
identifiec, and in my presence, the Voler marked the e
presence according to hisher instruction - The Vgie ed this Absentee Application and Certificate, of
caused it 1o be signed - | am at least 18 yeggRYCS Mem not disqualified from wilnessing the baliot as
describedin the WARNING on the flap of thisgReidbe - | respected the secrecy of the baliot and the privacy
of the Voler, uniess | assisied the Voters yher request [complete Voter Assistant Certification section],

NOTE Anztary maynctchargs ary fee foe e ng W ativng & notarial 63112 a7 absenies Lalot applizaton or cenfoare .5 §108-30]
STATE OF
COUNTY OF

Natary Public Commssicn Expiration Dute

face St
123 Sos

Raleigh

It the Absentee Application and Certificate is returned and is not properly signed and

witnessed, your absentee ballet will not be counted.

OPTIONAL REQUESTS - If you are voting a ballot for a primary election or an election that will allow a runoff and wish to receive a

ballot for any second primary or runoff that might be called, please complete and sign the Second Primary or Runoff Request.




Civilian Absentee Voting Instructions , 3

9

Coniplete and sign the Annual Request for itiness/Disability only if you have a sickness or physical disability that is expected to last
the remainder of the calendar year and you would like to automatically receive an absentee ballot for all elections in which you are
eligible to participate during the calendar year in which your request is received.

t return the sealed ballot-return envelope by 5:00 p.m. on Election Day (11/06/2018). Once your
d to our office, you have completed the act of voting. You may not withdraw your ballot.

Yyr ballot may be mailed or hand-delivered to the board of elections office or a one-stop early voting site by:

you or e
your near relative (spouse, brother, sister, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in- *

law, son-in-law, stepparent, or stepchild) or legal guardcan R—
i ﬁ)‘f&

R R

g RS —
If you requnre assistance in returnmg your ballot due to a disability, you may direct an individual, so long as the person is not

-
disqualified from assisting you, to take the sealed envelope containing your ballot without delay to the closest U.S. mail depository or #
mailbox. Any individual who assists in the manner must indicate that he or she assisted you in the space provided for assistors on the
return envelope.

RGN 4 S

When mailing your ballot, be sure that proper postage is affixed. If you mail your ballot close to the date of the electnon, ensure
that your ballot-return envelope receives a postmark from the postal clerk. If your mailed ballot is received by the elections office
after election day, your ballot will be considered timely only if the ballot-return envelope is postmarked or cancelled by the post
office on or before 11/06/2018 and received by the board of elections no later than 5:00 p.m. on 11/09/2018. Ballots that are
received after election day without the timely postmark or cancellation date will not be counted.

9 REVIEW - To ensure that your ballot will be counted, please confirm that you have met the following requirements: A

You signed your ballot-return envelope - l,d //{L
« You signed the Voter’s Certification on the ballot return &CD\ witnessed

envelope * Your witnesses or a notary publice6mpleted and signed

« If you were zssisted in voting your absentee ballot, the the Witnesses' Certification.
person who assisted you signed the ballot- return
envelope in the appropriate section .
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You returned your ballot by the deadline

* You are returning your ballot no later than election day.

: B than you, your near relative or legal
if you are mailing your voted ballot close to the ballot i
1

guardian, or someone qualified to assist you may
return your ballot.

return deadline, ensure that the post office places a
postimark an your baliot return envelope.

iy

You affixed prober postage

« If you are mailing your baliot, be certain to affix proper

I ¢ /s
/))(\‘M /\\ postage.

"m@"" CHECK YOUR BALLOT RETURN STAT4S — To check the status of your returned absentee ballot, visit www.NCSBE gov an enter

your voter information using our Voter Lookup tool. If you have any concerns, contact your county board of e'estions office
immediately.
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Civilian Absentee Voting Instructions 4

‘North Carolina Law Requires That Voters Are Informed of Certain Unlawful Acts

§ 163A-1298. Certain acts declared felonies.
(a) Any persowho shall, in connection with absentee voting in any election held in this State, do any of the acts or things declared

;1,

(4)

s section to be unlawful, shall be guilty of a Class | felony. It shall be unlawful:

For any person except the voter's near relative or the voter's verifiable legal guardian to assist the voter to vote an
absentee ballot when the voter is voting an absentee ballot other than under the procedure described in G.S. 163A-
1300, 163A-1301, 163A-1302, 163A-1303, and 163A-1304; provided that if there is not a near relative or legal guardian
available to assist the voter, the voter may request some other person to give assistance.

For any person to assist a voter to vote an absentee ballot under the absentee voting procedure authorized by G.S.
163A-1300, 163A-1301, 163A-1302, 163A-1303, and 163A-1304 except as provided in that section.

For a voter who votes an absentee ballot under the procedures authorized by G.S. 163A-1300, 163A-1301, 163A-1302,
163A-1303, and 163A-1304 to vote that voter's absentee ballot outside of the voting booth or private room provided to
the voter for that purpose in or adjacent to the office of the county board of elections or at the additional site provided
by G.S. 163A-1302, or to receive assistance except as provided in G.S. 163A-1300, 163A-1301, 163A-1302, 163A-1303,
and 163A-1304.

For any owner, manager, director, employee, or other person, other than the voter's near relative or verifiable legal
guardian, to (i) make a written request pursuant to G.S. 163A-1308 or (ii) sign an application or certificate as a witness,
on behalf of a registered voter, who is a patient in any hospital, clinic, nursing home or rest home in this State or for
any owner, manager, director, employee, or other person other than the voter's near relative or verifiable legal
guardian, to mark the voter's absentee ballot or assist such a voter in marking an absentee ballot. This subdivision does
not apply to members, employees, or volunteers of the county board of elections, if those members, employees, or
volunteers are working as part of @ multipartisan team trained and authorized by the county board of elections to assist
voters with absentee ballots. Each county board of elections shall train and authorize such teams, pursuant to
procedures which shall be adopted by the State Board. If neither the voter's near relative nor a verifiable legal guardian
is available to assist the voter, and a multipartisan team is not available to assist the voter within seven calendar days
of a telephonic request to the county board of elections, the voter may obtain such assistance from any person other
than (i) an owner, manager, director, employee of the hospital, clinic, nursing home, or rest home in which the voter is
a patient or resident; (ii) an individual who holds any elective office under the United States, this State, or any political
subdivision of this State; (iii) an individual who is a candidate for nomination or election to such office; or (iv) an
individual who holds any office in a State, congressional district, county, or precinct political party or organization, or

"4 whoisa campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or political party; provided that a delegate to a convention

‘shall not be considered a party office. None of the persons listed in (i) through (iv) of this subdivision may sign the

apphcatlon or certificate as a witness for the patient.

For any person to take into that person's possession for delivery to a voter or for return to a county board of elections
the absentee ballot of any voter, provided, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to a voter's near relative or
the voter's verifiable legal guardian.

Except as provided in subsections (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this section, G.S. 163A-1310(a), and G.S. 163A-1300(e), for any

voter to permit another person to assist the voter in marking that voter's absentee ballot, to be in the voter's presence
when a voter votes an absentee ballot, or to observe the voter mark that voter's absentee ballot.

(b) The State Board or a county board of elections, upon receipt of a sworn affidavit from any qualified voter of the State or the
county, as the case may be, attesting to first-person knowledge of any violation of subsection (a) of this section, shall transmit
that affidavit to the appropriate district attorney, who shall investigate and prosecute any person violating subsection (a).




Civitian Absentee Voting Instructions 5

§-163A-1229. Certain acts declared felonies.
Any person who shall, in connection with any primary, general or special election held in this State, do any of the acts or things declared
in this section to be unlawful, shall be guilty of a Class | felony. It shall be unlawful:

1)

2)

13)

P

For any person fraudulently to cause that person's name to be placed upon the registration books of more than one election
precinct or fraudulently to cause or procure that person's name or that of any other person to be placed upon the
registration books in any precinct when registration in that precinct does not qualify the person to vote legally therein, or to
impersonate falsely another registered voter for the purpose of voting in the stead of the other voter.

For any person to give or promise or request or accept at any time, before or after any such primary or election, any money,
property or other thing of value whatsoever in return for the vote of any elector.

For any person who is an election officer, a member of an election board or other officer charged with any duty with respect
to any primary or election, knowingly to make any false or fraudulent entry on any election book or any false or fraudulent
returns, or knowingly to make or cause to be made any false statement on any bzllot, or to do any fraudulent act or

15/ knowingly and fraudulently omit to do any act or make any report legally required of that person.

4)
5)

6)
7)

8)
9)

10)

11)

12

~—

13)

14

=

15)
16
g

18)

For any person knowingly to swear falsely with respect to any matter pertaining to any primary or election.

For any person convicted of a crime which excludes the person from the right of suffrage, to vote at any primary or election
without having been restored to the right of citizenship in due course and by the method provided by law.

For any person to take corruptly the oath prescribed for voters.

For any person with intent to commit a fraud to register or vote at more than one precinct or more than one time, or to
induce another to do so, in the same primary or election, or to vote illegally at any primary or election.

For any chief judge or any clerk or copyist to make any entry or copy with intent to commit a fraud.

For any election official or other officer or person to make, certify, deliver or transmit any false returns of any primary or
election, or to make any erasure, alteration, or conceal or destroy any election ballot, book, record, return or process with
intent to commit a fraud.

For any person to assault any chief judge, judge of election or other election officer while in the discharge of duties in the
registration of voters or in conducting any primary or election.

For any person, by threats, menaces or in any other manner, to intimidate or attempt to intimidate any chief judge, judge of
election or other election officer in the discharge of duties in the registration of voters or in conducting any primary or
election.

For any chief judge, judge of election, member of a board of elections, assistant, marker, or other election official, directly or
indirectly, to seek, receive or accept money or the promise of money, the promise of office, or other reward or
compensation from a candidate in any primary or election or from any source other than such compensation as may be
provided by law for that person's services.

For any person falsely to make or present any certificate or other paper to qualify any person fraudulently as a voter, or to
attempt thereby to secure to any person the privilege of voting, including declarations made under this Subchapter, G.S. 20-
37.7(d)(5), 20-37.7(d)(6), 130A-93.1(c), and 161-10(a)(8).

For any officer to register voters and any other individual to knowingly and willfully receive, complete, or sign an application
to register from any voter contrary to the provisions of G.S. 163A-863.

Reserved for future codification purposes.

For any person falsely to make the certificate provided by G.S. 163A-1307(b)(2).

For any person, directly or indirectly, to misrepresent the law to the public through mass mailing or any other means of
communication where the intent and the effect is to intimidate or discourage potential voters from exercising thei: iawful
right to vote.

For any person, knowing that a person is not a citizen of the United States, to instruct or coerce that person to register to
vote or to vote. -




